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. . History

TOpICS Of demonStratlon Field trial and demonstration farms at the organization
Hushallningsséllskapen began in the early 1900s. Today,
sixteen of them are still demonstration farms, and agricul-
tural schools. The OiB network (Farming In Balance) started
1991 as an initiative from farmers, with the aim to get
ecology and economy in balance. Today OiB consists of 17
demonstration farms. The voluntary advisory program Focus
on nutrients started 2001. It is based on the OiB concept that :x';:'r?e\:iia;el!ffe'::f;:ﬁ::nﬁfm in Skane. It is an efficient way to share knowledge and
when the farmer gets knowledge about how the production

affect the environment, farmers take voluntary actions to
protect the environment. OiB was part of The Baltic Deal
project. A farm network with organizations around the Baltic
See, with the aim to putting best agricultural practices into
work. Future Farming are a demonstration network of 24
enterprises with the aim to show energy efficiency and
production of renewable energy. The project Biodiversity on
the plain is a project with ten farms.

Data collection on the farms provides a good basis for discussion about improvements

Types of Demonstrations

Field walks on-farm * Monitor farms Nutrient & energy

* Youtube - examples efficiency

* Off-farm — data analysis « Agricultural shows — Borgeby field day

* Workshops — related to projects (10 000 visitors)

* Hands on- off farm —i.e. saving energy * Agriculture Technique shows —i.e. Elmia
during driving and field works Lantbruk

¢ Discussion groups — ERFA-groups

Access Issues

Gender: Women are observed as underrepresented at meetings, especially for arable production and
when it is technical issues. Woman tend to be more active when it is issues about environmental
issues and animal welfare. There are more men to attend when there are machine exhibits

Age: Most farmers in Sweden are over 55 years old, like rest of Europe. That group is most
representative on the demonstration activities. There is a great gender equality in Sweden. Most
farmers are men and the take active part in the family and household. Therefore, many find it hard to
allocate time to participate in demonstration activities at other farms.

Geography: The most intensive farm production areas in Sweden is in the south part from Scania to
Malardalen, with intensive arable production, vegetables and meat production. In the east part close
to the coast in north of Sweden there are mainly milk and meat producers. Those areas are well
suited for grass and clover production. There is common to have forest production at many farm
enterprises. There have been more demonstrations in areas that have special commitments due to
the nitrate directive. Distances between farms can be important, but farmers in the north with long
distances between the farms are more used to travel so the distance will not always affect the farmer
to travel.
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